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CHAPTER  XIV.

EAELT in February 1805, the family took possession
of a house in Kensington, not far from Holland House.
6 So/ said Lord Minto, * William can go bird's nesting
in the hedges there, as I used to do in my school days.'
But William, who was at home on leave, was shortly
ordered to join the line-of-battle ship preparing to con-
vey Lord Cornwallis to India; and another parting,
sorely felt by the whole family, took place in
the summer of the same year, when John,1 Lord Minto's
third son, was appointed to a writership in India, and
soon afterwards left them for his distant destination.
His warmth of heart and playfulness of mind had en-
deared him to his family from early childhood, as they
attracted to him through life the affectionate regard of
all who came in contact with him. George, his elder
brother, was also absent, and the tone of Lady Minto's
letters at this time leads us to exclaim with Madame de
Sevigne, c Helas ! ces pauvres m&res.'

Lord Minto to Lady Minto.

'Pall IMall: July 9, 1805.

6 Lord Nelson was landing 2,000 troops at St. John's,
Antigua, on June 12.    I imagine he had taken the

1 John Elliot, for many years M.P. for Roxburghshire.